[Disseminated fungal infections in neonates--risk factors, treatment and course].
During 10 1/2 months in 1990/91 eight premature babies and one mature baby with an intra-abdominal disease had disseminated Candida albicans infections. The incidence in premature newborns was 9% (8/92 patients). Risk factors such as respirator therapy, the use of broad spectrum antibiotics, supplemental parenteral nutrition and central intravascular catheters were frequently seen. Four patients survived the fungal infection. These included three of five babies treated with amphotericin B 0.5 mg/kg/day. Two patients who received fluconazole 3 mg/kg/day died after three days. In one patient the diagnosis was obtained post-mortem, and one patient with possible fungemia survived without therapy. The treatment of these patients depends on optimal fungal cultures and good co-operation between paediatricians and microbiologists.